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The Honorable Richard F. Colburn
Maryland State ‘Senator
409 James Senate Office Building .

Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991

Dear Senator Colburn:

This is in response to Senator Barbara A. Mikulski’s letter of
May 20, 1999, on your behalf, and that of Wheeler R. Baker of
the Maryland House of Delegates and Karen Oertel, owner of
W.H. Harris Seafood, Inc. Senator Mikulski has asked us to
respond directly to you.

You wrote concerning the petition for a performance standard
for Vibrio vulnificus in raw shellfish filed with the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA or the Agency) by the Center for
Science in the Public Interest. As you may know, FDA
published a request for comments on this petition in the
Federal Register of January 21, 1999. We have enclosed a copy
for your reference.

You state that “This proposal will impose new, costly and
unnecessary regulations on the shellfish industry. . . (and)
will have a disastrous effect upon the seafood industry. . .
(and) upon the entire State of Maryland.” We appreciate your
comments on the petition and we.have entered them into the
Administrative Record for this petition. They will be
reviewed in the Agency’s deliberations on this petition.
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We trust this information responds to your concerns. Please
contact us if we may be of further assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

/.i22&wzL
7 Melinda K. Plaisier

Interim Associate Commissioner - .~
for Legislative Affairs.

Enclosure

cc: Docket Management (Docket No 98P-0504)

The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-2003
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BARBARA A. MIKULSKI
MARYLAND

‘I!Mtcd $5tms j$knate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2003

SUITE 709
HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

(202) 224-4654
TDD: (202) 224-5223

May 20, 1999

Ms . Diane Thompson
Assoc . Commissioner for Legislative Affs.
Dept . of Health & Human Services
Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Ln., 1555 Parklawn Bldg.
Rockville, Maryland 20857

Dear Diane:

I am writing to request your consideration of the attached
correspondence from Maryland State Senator Richard F. Colburn.
Please respond directly to Mr. Colburn and send a copy to Emily
Gilbert of my staff. If you have any questions, please call Ms.
Gilbert at (202) 224-4654.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerelvr

Barbara A. Mikulski
United States Senator

BAM:efg
Enclosure

SUITE 253 SUITE 202 SUITE 208
WORLO TRADE CENTER 60 WEST STREET

SUITE 1, BLDG. B
9658 BALTIMORE AVENUE

BALTIMORE, MD 21202-3041
94 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 1201 PEMBERTON DRIVE

ANNAPOLlS, MD 21401-1933 COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740-1346

[410) 962-4510
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740-4804

(410t 263-1805 (301 ) 345-5517
SALISBURY, M021801

(301 ) 797-2826 (410) 546-7711

World Wide Web Home Page: EMail Address:
http:llmikulski, senate.govl senator@ mikulski .senate,gov



, RICHARD F.COLBURN
STATESENATOR

.-
37th Legi&tive Dr+trict

Caroline County

Dor+e.srer County

Talbot Courq

WLcornico County

Member
Judicial Proceedings Committee

Joint committee on Administrative,
Executive and Legislative Review

Executive Nominations Committee

Special Joint Oversight Committee on
Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas
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THE SENATE OF MARYLAND
f4NNAp0LIS, MARYLAND 21401-Ig91

April27,1999
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hi REPLYPLEASEREPERTOOFFICEINDICATED

0 A.mpolis O&c.
409 Jamea Senate Office Building

Annapolis, MaryIand 21401-1991

410-84r-3y90

1-800-492-7122EYt.3f90,,.

0 Mia-Shore O@ct
PO. BOX 1237

Cambridge, Maryland 21613

410-228-1137-410-819-3337

Fax 4ro-376-3737

Q Wkomko County *ce

PO. Box $37
Hebron, Maryland 21830

410->48-3737

U.S.SenatorBarbaraA.Mikulski
709SenateHartOfficeBuilding
Washington,i).C.20510-2003

DearSenatorMda.dski:

Iam inreceiptofamemorandumandinformationfromalocalseafoodcompany
regardingtheFoodandDrugAdministration’sproposaltobantheconsumptionofrawoystersor
toimposeamandatorypost-harvesttreatmentorpasteurizationoffleshoystersintendedforraw
consumption.Thisproposalwillimposenew,costlyandunnecessaryregulationsontheshellfish
industry.

As youwellknow,ifallowed,thisbanwillhaveadisastrouseffectupontheseafood
industry,notonlyontheEasternShore,but,upontheentirestateofMaryland.Theseafood
industryisthethirdlargestindus~inthestatewithanannualrevenueofmorethan$800
million.Pleasereviewtheenclosedinformationandassistoureffortsinsupportingtheseafood
industry.

Thankyouforyourcooperation.

Sincerely,

.—

Enclosure

RichardF.Colburn
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WHiELER R. BAKER

,, %dl L+@.!9tiw District.-,
Camlinc Gcil, Kmr, Talbor. .
and (@en Anne’s Counties

Approprkions Committtc

Annapdi C&t
422 Lowe How.c Ofhe Building

Annapolis, Maryland z1401-1991
41G841-3189

1-800-492-7122E#3189
E.Mail *mlcr_b&how.male. md.m

District O&u
9r8 Chesrer Rwer Drive

Z% c34mykzndl%ae of Deiegates
Grasonville, Maryland z1638-980x

4r&7@-3960

&FL41?0LIS, M/U’tYI.=4ND21401-1991
F= 410-827-9688

E-Mui! wheckr@dmv.com

(3RAND~M

Aprii 20,1999

TO:

@

Members of the Eas Shore Ikkgation
\

FROM: WheeIer R B k
\\

RE: FDA Reguiation~-WConsumption of Raw Oystem

1am forwardingacopyofamemo and backupinformationIhavereceivedfrom
KarenOertel,ownerofW. H. Harris Seafood,Inc.AfterreviewingthematerialsKarenhassent,k
appearstheEIIA is consideringbanningtheconsumptionofrawoysters.

Iwouldappreciateyourthoughtson how we should proceed

/vcs

Enclosure
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Sytb l.&kiw Dism’cr
Caroline Coumy

Dorckrrer County
TaJbor Cotuq

W%mmico Cowq

ifimb.

Judicial Pzwccdings Cornmitta

Joint Commime on Administrative,
Emcutive arrd hgiskive Review

EXCCUriVCNominations Commit-m

Speaal Joinr Owsight Committee on
Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas

THE SENATE OF MARYLAND
~NApOLIS, Lw~ND 21qoI-qgI

April 27,1999

]N RP.PLY PWSE REFERTOOFFICE IND1-

R Amrjdis O&

409 Jame5 .%rmre Of+k Budding
Annapolis, Maryland 2401-1991

410-84s-3590

I-800-49 z-7122 ./%. 3590

0 Mid-Sbom W..
PO. BOX 1237

Cambridge, Maryland 7,1b13
41G228-11~7 . 410-819-3337

Fm 410-376-3737

a Wuo??zii.Gnmzy O@r
3?0. Box 537

Hebron, Maryland zr830

410-548-3T37

Congressman Wayne T. Gilchrest
2245ItayburnIIouseOfficeBldg.
Washingto%D.C.20515 ~

+d~Dew Congress

I am in receiptofamemorandumandinfonnatkmfromalocalseafoodcompany
regardingIheFoodandDrugAdministration’sproposaltobantheconsumptionofrawoystersor
to impose a mandatory post-hawest treahnent or pasteurization of fresh oysters intended for raw
consumption. This proposal will impose new, costly and unnecessary regulations on the shellfish
industry.

As you well know, if allowe& this ban will have a disastrous effect upon the seafood
industry, not only on the EasternShore,but,upontheentirestateofMaryland.Thesetiood

,
industry is the third largest industry in the state with an annual revenue of more than $800
million. Please review the enclosed information and assist our efforts in supporting the seafood
industry.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincere]

&

●

Richard F. Colburn

Enclosure



From Kuen OcrI04 Ofkcr of W. H Hmb Scabd

Rdkrence: PathkJuby CSPI (Cx b Mm@ inthehbk hstmsq pamon to YDA to
MaMisb8 pdbnmce St#dud &f Vibrinb! mohman Mltih

Mcu m’hchcd. 1. W.”H.HuxisSoAfoodM. linertgFDA.
2. Msl tito it’cmtmbmhipm- mmu!nefcho!m.
3. L9ttu*om QuWMtsrlnktry ‘M Rme.
4. Suf@awdIxdt Reso&tionoffegidmofqcotmisiatcru Ckx’mkmetc.
s. PelitionfcKce4iitionfbfcrmnmercboic4



Sincwvly,



.


